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conquer Afghanistan; give it up to its old ruler again,
and then fix the frontier of India at the frontier of
Afghanistan. That was practically the policy determined
upon by Lord Ellenborough, and when he made Charles
Napier the right arm of its accomplishment he had
secured the best pilot then navigating the troubled sea
of English dominion in the East.

But when this policy had been once decided on, it
would have been better to have openly admitted the
necessity, and to have told the Ameers of Scinde plainly
our intentions; let them then fight us if they liked.
That course would have probably saved a vast effusion
of blood. It certainly would have prevented the long
and unhappy years of quarrel and recrimination that
followed the conquest of Scinde, and the spectacle of two
gallant and noble soldiers waging a lifelong war between
each other upon the methods by which that conquest
had been effected. Of this last phase, however, of the
Scindian question we will speak later on.

Steaming up the Indus, Napier reached Hyderabad
on September 25th, and had an interview with the
Ameers of Scinde. They received him with extraordin-
ary state and honour, for already the tide of war in
Afghanistan had turned. Two armies marching from
Jellalabad and Candahar had retaken Gabul, and another
retiring from the Bolan would soon be on the middle
Indus; while a general, of whom fame spoke highly, had
just arrived with fresh troops at Kurachee.

Napier passed on from this reception, and early in
October arrived at Sukkur, where important letters from
Lord Ellenborough reached him; at the same time he
received news that the English army had safely passed